GATEWAY   TO   GREATNESS
Roman Peninsular Empire. It will be seen that the country of
Portugal was already beginning to take shape. Henry governed
shrewdly. He packed his own court with Burgundians, but he did
not overlook the interests of the County barons, who for generations
had been denied adequate representation by Leon. He appointed
them to positions of authority and took care to endow them in
accordance with their new status. Privileges in the form of
charters were also granted to the people of Guimarais and Con-
stantim de Panoias, his outpost in Tras-os-Montes. In this way he
initiated the system of municipalities and guilds by which the first
kings of Portugal endeavoured to weld the nation into a living
whole. Neither did he disregard the growing power of the Church.
In the winter of 1097-8, for example, he took his wife and their
court on a pilgrimage to Santiago and later (it is believed) he paid a
clandestine visit to Rome. Count Raimundo was not as successful,
either in his administration of Galicia or in the field. Lisbon,
Sintra and Santarem, which had been occupied by Leonese forces
early in 1093, were all lost by Raimundo. When Henry returned
to Portugal (from Rome ?), his cousin's authority did not exist
outside Galicia.
The pattern at this stage in the birth of Portugal was in keeping
with the spirit of the times. We have the picture of an elderly
monarch playing one son-in-law against the other. In the wings
were an ailing Queen, the King's mistress, Zaida, a daughter of the
Emir of Seville, and their illegitimate offspring, a boy named
Sancho. In the foreground there were the two Burgundians and
their wives, the daughters of the King. There developed a
" traditional" doubt about the legality of the assumption by one
(Henry) of territory, the County of Portugal, formerly within the
jurisdiction of the other (Raimundo); and even the " documents in
the case " were missing . . . They were never discovered and to
this day the Portuguese are unable to state with authority whether
the King of Leon s gift of the County of Portugal to Teresa was her
wedding dowry or whether it was hereditary and sovereign in the
seme that it gave her consort the right to secede from her father's
kingdom... In this atmosphere of family bickering, intrigue and
talk of secession, two boys were born : Alfonso Raimundez to
Raimundo and Urraca, and Affonso Henriques to Henry and
Teresa. Meaawhile Moslem power in the Peninsula was disintegrat-
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